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he set any store by the four divisions of life prescribed by
Brahmins. He held that religion without Bhgltfi was no
religion at all, and that asceticism, fasting and alms-giving had
no value if unaccompanied by Bhajan (devotional worship).
By means of Ramaini, Shabdas and Sakhis he imparted religious
instruction to Hindus and Musalmans alike. He had no
preference for either religion, but gave teaching that was
appreciated by the followers of both. He spoke his mind
fearlessly and never made it his object merely to please his
hearers/'19
The mission of Kablr was to preach a religion of love which
would unite all castes and creeds. He rejected those features
of Hinduism and Islam which were against this spirit, and
which were of no importance for the real spiritual welfare of
the individual. He selected from both religions their common
elements, and the similarities between them. He found
analogies in their philosophic ideas, their dogma and ritual.
He used both Sanskrit and Persian terms and both forms of
the vernacular, Rekhta and Hindi bhdsd. He placed the greatest
value upon the inwardness of religion and impartially condemned
the external formalism of both. He deliberately abandoned the
divisions between the two faiths and taught a middle path:
** The Hindu resorts to the temple and the Musalman to
the mosque, but Kabir goes to the place where both are known.
The two religions (din) are like two branches in the middle of
which there is a sprout surpassing them. Kablr has taken the
higher path abandoning the custom of the two. If you say
that I am a Hindu then it is not true, nor am I a Musalman ;
I am a body made of five elements where the Unknown (ghaibi)
plays. Mecca has verily become Kasi, and Rama has become
Rahim,"2'
Kablr was conscious of his apostolic mission and his life
and teaching followed the line which is analogous to that of
19Sttaiam Saran  Bhagwan Prasad:   Bhakta Mala,  p. 461.
20 Yugalanand:  Kabir Sahib Ki SakHi, MadKya Ka Anga.